 THE WALLACES

| Dear Mr. Price:

Having read in your paper of Janu-
ary 30 the articles on the Wallaces I
am sending you a copy. of a paper
that belonged to my grandfather,
John Wallace. He at one time lived
at Callahan, Va., and drove staie
coach on the James River and Ka-

nawha turnpike. I am also sending |
you an article printed in the Rock-| 1925, ex
bridge News about Big Foot Wallace. |
I have often heard - my father and | wife,

as Big Foot Wallace, .
“ Very truly, o

Hil]sboro, W Va. =5

W E 'Walsl :

uncle say we were of the same fa,rmly and of
li ; i ]
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ary the 4th, 1805. Tr
John Wallace was born February | cel
{th, 1807. <4
Malinda Wallace was born May 11, | T}
1 809. |
Hannab Wallace was born July 23, at,
1812. Hq
samuel Wallace was born Novem- ll“t
ber the 7th, 1814.
This is a true statement of our|te
ages. | |
Hannah Wallace died May the Gth |
1833.

Dr. Thornton Whaling, former pas
tor of the Presbyterian church of | ae
Lexington, Va., and immediately |a¢
; &ﬂierwards pastor of the First Presby i
ehurch of Dallas, Texas, foh
TS, is a great admirer o!




verw  vuuruniouse at  Lexington. ‘ine |
career of Big Foot Wallace deeply
interested him, and he fully inform-
ed himself of his history by records |1
within his reach when a Dallas, Texas
pastor. He thinks Virginia should
honor him as one of her great sons.

Under date of January 19, he there-
fore writes Dr. Emmett W McCorkle

of Rockbridge, now residing tempor- |4
arily at Ashland, Ky., a letter on the
subject, which the latter has Kkindly
handed the County News for publica-

tion. The letter follows: (
I spent some years in Texas as pas- |

| tor of First Presbyterian chureh,
Dallas (1905-1910). I learned many
lessons, for which I am devoutly}|
thankful, one of them is to evaluate |
justly and highly the ideals and stan-
dards of the great West and the
“Lone Star’’ state in particular.

The supreme questions asked in
reference to any man is “What can |
he do?”’ and "'Can he do lt woll?"

Preachers, litician, bankers, mer-
Anal?\.;.ﬂ_ SArn ntare aad




patias (1905-1910). 1 1earned“1‘{1‘g;{\,~“g;\:

lessons, for which I am devoutly| f
thankful, one of them is to evaluate|eq
justly and highly the ideals and stan-| de
dards of the great West and the
“T.one Star’’ state in particular.

The supreme questions asked in
reference to any man is "What can
he do?’’ and ‘‘Can he do it well?”’
Preachers, politician, bankers, mer-
chants, engineers, carpenters, soldiers
all must meet these searching ques-
tions and tests.

Judged frrm this point of view
Rockbridge county in *'Old Virginia'’
furnished to Texas the two men who
did more for that mighty and impe-
rial state than any other two in its
wonderful and dramatic history. I
The service rendered by Sam Houston
is universally and justly recognized |
and monuments enshrine his name
for all succeeding generations.

But for some reason the unique

and invaluable service given to Texas
| s Ao 1 . ' o a ——
| JU . whille

be
fre

"‘{V" n 1l
L ‘.’.: e .I.'.
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l carves Wallact was in  no sense a
raw adventurer or a savage warrior
of gigantic strength and brutal fierce
ness. But in two fields he was a
strong, intelligent and successful

f 3 HERL -

4. "The

belongin

ley in g
Kdray 1
joining
scribed

leader, using of course the methods
which the circumstances of his day
and the frontier region demanded, as
any intelligent man would have done,
and as Houston did.

First, he was the leader of the
armed forces which in the earlier de-
cades of the nineteenth century de-
livered Texas from Indian domina-
tion, as John Smith and his followers
did in Virginia in the seventeenth
century. Vast hosts of Indians were
driven West and fought for that vast
region which now constitutes Okla-

homa and the northern section of

Grimes
Susan

their ¢
In sai
num b
Ter
hand
on a ¢
equal
the p
good

Texas. Wallace was the man who
countered this Indian domination in
the only way possible by battle
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[Inrh'c‘.tn?ll,\{ war \\llit.'h cdrove the bdl-\do Gel't;if
| barians lni a «cction  afterward \ special ¢

known as lmll..ul 'l‘errit()ry » Cap- bond as r
tain (for that was his title, as in the
case of Captain John Smil;h) Wallace
conquered more Indians and secured Trust
more territory with less bloodshed| Pursu
than any other man ever did in| me by a
American history. This statement is| Decemb
suflicient vindication for his methods. | Bennet/!
His second contribution was as|wife, t
leader of T'exas Rangers preventing |secure
the incoming of vast hosts of Mexi- | payme)
cans who otherwise would have flood- | record
ed the state and changed its entire|county
character and history. The Rangers| West
_ protected hundreds of miles of border | numbs
lines to cross which was the desire of | truste
untold thousands of Mexicans, and if |
there had been no Rangers there|comu
never would have been either the Re- | front

eld public or afterwaids the state of Poul

Texas., Mar
f‘“ Rockbridge and Lexington and|te tl
W | Virginia ought to mark the blrth—
.3 udnm ho{nnl Wallm,
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never would have been either t}
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l'exas. Marlin
for Rockbridge and Lexington and|tq the

[ il Virginia ought to mark the birth-|of Janc
“y place and earlv hoice of Wallace, as|in H
a true and worthy 1epresentative of | count
the valiant Scotch-Irish stock, to by An
1as whom our whole country is so great | recorc
adebtor. Cordially, | numby
inie PN TH@§~*; u.a 1A o e
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m"’ all kinds of nuts form its natural

AL AR RAALY Y

's ready v,-t.)lslm()l,. him to death.
llnt:”;s lgl':;l:t'l-jvl.‘l:}n'(l to tell whether all
the sheep that are charged to the
bear are its victims. The dog may
be responsible for some of the dam-

udents of natural history

-

pear. They do not

seem gﬁsp
that where persons are dependent un- |
bl Moot L oo
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‘T'hat

It is
true that we can waive a jury but no

a nibbling on the jury system.

The bear has every requirement, for
big game thrills. Naturall y a vege-
tarian it is not necessary that any life
die that it may live. It is a bug and
worm destroyer, It eats nettles and
all sorts of weeds. It glories in the
berry crop that is produced in such

It is as harmless to the woods

48 a deer. 1tg courage 1is great. Its
cunning unexcelled. Its  flesh the

-’ ,.11
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an waive a jury but no
The bear has every requirement for
i game thrills. Naturally a vege-

Lo e R et i | fo
| tarian it is not necessary that any li_
€ | die that it may live. It is a bug and

worm destroyer. It eats nettle§ and
all sorts of weeds. It glorieb: in the
‘berry crop that is produced in such
lavishness in these mountains. And
all kinds of nuts form its natural
food. 1t is as harmless to the woods
as a deer. Its courage is great. Its
cunning unexcelled. 1Its flesh the
finest sort of food. Its furstands aft
the top of the list. It is modest and
retiring. A good citizen except for a
weakness for sheep. The bear is the
biggest game of the A ppalachians.

The county of Pocahontas put a

S, and then
I their turn
to be destoy-
that nature
sturbed.

$1200.00 for the
and found it so
pealed the bounty

bear sign in certain
bracks, logs torn to fr

"oppings, and the like.

price upon its head but two years
ago the county court had to pay out
forty bears proved
expensive they re-
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| ago the county Ccouli nac L pie

eir turn/ &1200.00 for the forty bears pl.'n\'(-(l\,l-iivkml bac)
they re-|in the fork
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bed. In roaming the mountains nothing | length of ¢

balance | js more commorn pl;z.cc thalli U0 See l-.(lw'"r CHAatE
ation of [ pear sign in certain localities. "L'heir | while he ge
or fifty | gracks, logs torn 10 fragments for | had ridcie
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- being | droppings, and the like. = Yet there | taken efie
But[is nothing harder to see in woods He had
» spar- [ ghan a bear. Many a mountaineer fighting tl
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aches | course of a long life and never laid | bl an iu
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thort of death | was born in 1812,
J (grown lived in the

:Itlf! :n'!‘nl'!- he was

mountains where

§ paper some he took up land, ;”'f’ lul- had to },1;~,i
n of a weasel |score a great many wolves.

Iw:lrs.l
be taken out | panthers, and deer, and small game. |
meat on a| He seems to give the

pole. The |the same meaning that I detailed
retreat and |above. He includes the bear as a
¢ drawn out | varment.

t has great

The death of every bear is a major
take care of

tragedy. Very few have been listed
for its ap-|in literature, but they are preserved
n they bay|by word of mouth, but the intimate

e desper- | details are lost at the death of the
iveé been | hunter. Waters by writing a short
‘@8 a last | book has preserved many of his en-

or this counters, and though he has been

; many years, the classics of the
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have been enriched by his work.
Ml _one occasion in early winter,
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e hide of a bear :-sbmlung up
Having a mountalin

he hesitated

| the
he saw Ul
from the snow. L
rifle with but, one shot. : .
hoot thinking that 10 might be

the big bear and knowing thal if he
did not give it a fatal shot 1t would
charge him. But being hungry and
some what desperate he fired atl the
pile, and the big bear that he had
been following, sprang up and ran
towards him. Waters leaped and
caught a lower limbon a tree and the
bear ran under his feet and com-
menced to fight a big boulder. Wa-
ters loaded his gun in haste and
spoke to the bear which turned its
head and was shot and killed.

On another occasion he was on the

a

-at-

top of a high mountain. On one side
was rim rock over a hundred feet

any | high. The bear was wounded and

ter

i

commenced to carry on somethin
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the winter|commenced to carry on f"“mie. ip(;h
W summer. | terrible and Waters drew ll'lh-. oot
ant primates [ tomahawk and fought the he*‘:‘__ Vs
ce a porcu-|few minutes. The bear then .st-arte Ber (o8
an launch a | to flee and Waters jumped on 1ts back} ob .

ther creeps | and just as they reached the preci
saches out | pice, he hit it a blow on the head and

- porcupine | jumped off., and the bear went over
it is dead. | the precipice and was found dead ab
ote ¢an do | the bottom.

> neither Waters says too that on one occas-
woods at | ion he treed a half grown bear and
that he needed it alive, so he in-
r.  With [structed his dog to hold it in the
ps. Like | tree until he could get help. He went
he bear, [to a house about a mile away and
rise no|[found there no men folks, but-.-twol
log has|avble women, who said that they|E
place in | would come at daylight to help him | se
ly, and | tie the game. He knew the bear{ert:
1at dog [ would leayve at dawn. The women] enioi
€ com- [came and he supplied them with| fror
nnered | thongs and then built a fire on onel nal
death. [side of the tree. Day was breaking | Vireini
ser all |and the bear came down the tree | dehted
» the | backward. The tree stood on thel relie
may |brow of a high mountain, Waters| by hic
am- | laid low until the bear was hing| and i

i, the ground with its hind fee

'R - s | e - g . : 1
e, gl iy
5 h i) i ™ 1.1 | e ¥ 0D

" i ¥
e ere



'] .llllll !lll sabana L -r .'... ¥ : _‘____ —
i lnnl\\\ utl Fhe tree stood on . the

"'g‘t'lll “.,' l:.l::, brow ol high mountain., Waters h-" {-‘h - :--,,'-."-',‘
oy ll‘?‘ ll-n‘n'— laid low mnlii the bear was reachingj@nt . apPeE
L0 Gt for the ground with its hind feels th“"'l' ('\uﬁ' =
g Iiq IS T e b ) i ‘ee l“"‘ ".
I'hen Waters grabbed both hind feel. O e
:rnl ':jikt:::,; The bear proved to be stronger than Consty llCt-_-- S
lll::lvpleofaot he had thought and it pulled hard tO{ are
S na

r 01‘({9 red
ret away and just as 1! got. to thepords
f(.ndnnt up- Ltf : .}::‘. e i o, @ i | weithinc

. ~Ther hierode it clear 1o the lOOb o1 Wi is mw
ehension mountain, where they landed m a iuterests.
v people | laurel pateh. and Waters got the bear| A copy teste:
ind the | down and was holding it, 1) & Adklsm
reserved | The women followed on down and '
wave lost | when they got in speaking dxsmn‘ce_l'
_ ‘Phat | Waters called to them and r-equested\l_ :, {
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ent for | were surprised to hear that he had
a vege- anything on. After they were gonejy .
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- The legislature passes game laws to
t desirable animals fit for food,

lnd these laws are pretty well obser-
~ ved by the educated, but there is a
~ predatory set of creatures which do

' ,.'v‘ - not believe in prohibition and they

kﬂlaonstantly and practically make

 the laws a dead letter. It has even

~ been reasoned that by taking the
guns away from the country boy that

the balance of power has been distur-
~ bed and that the beasts and birds of
~ prey are the sole beneficiaries of the
*’f“u iron laws. The boy with a gun could
~ always be depended upon to fill a
‘l'}ll'monta’s hide full of shot and there
ﬂve the lives of harmless and

1 animals.

mrd varment is not from the
'min. Vermin means a worm,
pplied to the smaller forms of
Mmgraphers who never
in th e Appalachaian Mountains
“heard of the word except
,._L"j “Dﬂ" Crockett
‘enimore _mpgr' hgve
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It was reported in this papm
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petite. I think that when
an armed man that they ar
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observed and try freezing
resort. The Indian name
family is glutton.

The largest member of -
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animal is about as big as
and is feared and dreaded
mals great and small. 1t
grizzly bear away from a
deer, and the panther lea:
immediately. They seerl
that while they could k
robber, that they would !
injured themselves that i
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the weasel tribe knows n
weights and odds when i
contest.
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wp@ ananee ol power has beeh disuut:
bed and that the beasts and birds of
prey are the sole beneliciaries of the
jfron laws. The boy with a gun could
always be depended upon to fill a
varment's hide full of shot and there
by save the lives of harmless and
useful animals.

The word varment is not from the

word vermin. Vermin means a worm,
and is applied to the smaller forms of
life. The lexicographers who never
lived in the Appalachaian Mountains
or ever heard of the word except
through such men as Davy Crockett
or James Fenimore Cooper, have
jumped to the conclusion that owing
to the use of the word in England
that it is a corruption of vermin from
verimes, a worm.

Some years ago I made a research
about this word and accuinulated
some notes and published my conclu-
sions that the word was a corruption
of the word vourment, meaning de-
voured. Our people never called fleas,

- gnats, caterpillers, and the like var-
ments. They called them vermin at

| cat a varment, and that is within my
e - recollection. The presence of the
: meat-eaters in the woods -was usually
revealed by ravages in the sheep field,
the hog-pen, or the forest. An in-
m was held by the finder of the
lnd he sized up the evidence.
mentlon finding the man-
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sign and he sized up the evidence.! pine and kill 1t before v
He would mention finding the man-|thousand arrows. The p
gled body of a deer. His hearers|ap and at the right tim
would ask: *"What did the vourment Ii a paw nnd disembow els

v AL an

look like.”? And the answer might
be: ““A panther.”” After strychnine | And it is said that Lthe
was introdnced into this county near- | the same thing. We
ly a hundred yenrs ago, it became the |
earry | this time and no po:
class

practise of the best hunters to
1t is hard to
killing doyg
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and does nol toue
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found signs of

the carcass and in this way .

a great deal to rid the woods of this
more.
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has 1al

they did | the
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kind of outlaw. The sheep
The legislatures have practically | usually enjoyed the
disarmed the American people and it | the hearts of the hu
is hard to imagine where the riflemen | gne little wooly shi
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far as a purist in moun
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=4 ha;ie%h;gn should be made however
" that in England that the use of the
word vermin did not always apply to
creeping and erawling things. As
soon as any animal of any kind got to
be a menace to the people it was

called vermin. In some of the coun-
ties there were regular vermin hun-
ters who destroyed such things as
moles, field mice, and other enemies
of the farmer.
In that country of great. game pre-
serves, the game keeper was a hun-
ter and trapper of game eating ani-
mals, excepting the sacred fox. And
this warfare was carried on so relent-
lessly, that at times, the meat eaters
were eliminated, and the game birds
and hares and rabbits increased so
enormously that the livings of the

people were threatened. It was a
country of intense farming. The
lord of the manor might take great
stretches of the country for game pre-
Serves, while the poor lived off their
gardens and truck patches. Thus a
tl)nc'm’a garden would be destroyed

Y the scourge of rabbits, and then
the hares and rabbits i -
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San's earden would be destroyed
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ll;;-“:,lhe qtuurgc of rabbits, and then

the hares and rabbits in their l’.turn
} . N 03 £ J 3
became vermin and were to be des n_\fr
ed. The nice balance that nature

had provided had been disturbed.
In the United States the balance

ras destroyed by the importation of
t.‘;:: (:Er‘;:;ligh Sparrow _:ug(l for fifty
vears the country was divided on the
question, the vast majority being
against the jolly little bird. But
something has happened to the spar-
row. He is not-in evidence. At least
not here anymore. Suspicion attaches
to a roughneck that has come here in
such great numbers, the starling.
The starling brings a good reputation
to this country but he has not been
received by all the best people, though
many of us did not bar the English
Sparrow.  The American starlin g
(:_neadow lark) has not a stain upon

his character.
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s, . mha < AMmMericen
arrow I'he 4 Oon al f
iys I w lark) has not a stain upon | Annpals oi
(MEeAROW =7 4 In it he in
his characuer. list of undesira-| Wellman W

yaking up the : ’ ‘
bl llllnll:nll‘:m*: of the meat eaters, the | of a mount
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considering his size, easily | W hite Tog
led all the rest. 'l‘hi:-'.'l)l‘nodt,hirst}f South West,
brute fears nothing. ll. it mech- a | more ab{)ut
man armed with a gun In a 'pa.l,h IN | much 'lll(.e.
the woods and knows that 1t Is (.)b— Trail is fini
served it will hold its ground with
the air of an angry lion and intimate
to the hunter that if he does not want | e sz e
to be destroved he had better turn T

back or go a long way around This

weasel,

has resulted in many a one being shot
the bullet boring a hole through the
body that a man could thrust his
arm through, as the old hunter re-
marked about a ground sqnirrel that
he had gunned. The weasel weighs
about the same as a common rat and
can easily kill the largest rooster on
the farm and suck the blood.

One of the most; agaravating things
connected with the weasel is its habit
of concealing itself in the c¢liffs or
log piles on' a mountain side. Then
when the hunter comes in at the
close of the day and shoots a grey
squirrel from the top of a tall tree
Lhe wease) grabs i1t and drags it to its |
den, and the hunter looks long and in

YAIn for the game. 1If the w -_
detectg] In carrying off game, it
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